
A guide to the facts and figures
about Exmoor National Park

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Exmoor National Park Authority works to help conserve and enhance the wildlife,
natural beauty and cultural heritage of Exmoor whilst promoting opportunities

for the understanding and enjoyment of the National Park’s special qualities by the public.

Exmoor National Park Authority, Exmoor House, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9HL

Tel: 01398 323665   www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk
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COMMUNITY & ECONOMY

Livestock numbers 1990 2000 Change
Dairy herd 1,584 938 -40.8%
Beef herd 11,934 12,349 +3.5%
Total cattle and calves 34,715 34,907 +0.6%
Sheep 403,696 359,817 -10.9%
Pigs 176 187 +6.3%
Goats 384 114 -70.3%

Changes in livestock numbers
within Exmoor National Park

Proportion of the working population
in industries on Exmoor (2001 census)

Hotels and catering ..................................................... 15.0%
Wholesale, retail and garages ....................................... 14.3%
Agriculture, hunting, fishing and forestry .................... 13.9%
Estate agents, business services and finance ..................10.9%
Health and social work ................................................10.6%
Public services and education ...................................... 9.5%
Manufacturing ............................................................ 7.6%
Mining, quarrying and construction ........................... 7.7%
Other services ..............................................................6.7%
Transport, storage and communication ........................4.0%
Energy and water .........................................................0.3%
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Activities undertaken on visits to Exmoor

Reasons for visiting Exmoor

This leaflet is a sample of facts and figures from 2004 on Exmoor’s
State of the Park report which is updated on the National Park
Authority’s website: www.exmoor-nationalpartk.gov.uk

EXMOOR EXPLAINED

Footpaths, Bridleways and Open Access
Rights of way: 82% are considered to be easy to use and 99%
signposted at least where they leave highways.

Public footpaths ........437km (272 miles)

Public bridleways .....464km (288 miles)

Roads used as
public paths ..............64km (40 miles)

Permitted paths
negotiated by ENPA ..40km (25 miles)

Total ........................1005km (625 miles)

sightseeing by car
sightseeing on foot

picnicking
short walk

medium walk
long walk

guided walk
watching wildlife
children's games

sitting in/near car
beach

watching the world go by
eating/drinking out
souvenir shopping

visiting information centre
visiting historic building

visiting leisure park/amusements
cycling

climbing
riding

bird watching
hunting/following hunt

boat trip
sailing

angling
canoeing
subaqua TOURISM, ENJOYMENT

& UNDERSTANDING
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day visitors %

holiday visitors %

Visitor numbers for Dunster visitor centre
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all reasons
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Scenery/landscape •

Enjoyed previous visit •

Peace & quiet •

Never been before •

Outdoor pursuits •

Specific attraction/event •

Come regularly •

Easy to get to •

Because it’s a national park •

Recommendation •

Visit friends/family •

Own accomodation in area •

Other •

14% of the population of England has visited Exmoor at some time

Data from 1994
It focuses on the two purposes of National Parks:
•To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage
•To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of its special qualities
 by the public
The National Park Authority tries to fulfil these purposes by working with local people.

Conservation
The reasons for Exmoor becoming a National Park still apply: it is relatively wild, open
and unspoilt and it is still a stronghold for wildlife, particularly red deer, bats and lichens.

Enjoyment and understanding
Exmoor is a relatively tranquil and safe place for
outdoor recreation and provides a high level of
enjoyment amongst visitors, with little spoiling
their pleasure. There is a high level of contact
between the National Park Authority, visitors
and the local community, generating a good
understanding of Exmoor as a National Park.

Community
Although many rural areas lack services,
opportunities for employment and housing for
locals, Exmoor is more fortunate than most
through being in a National Park.



Populations of common moorland birds on Exmoor

DID YOU KNOW? Exmoor is still relatively wild.
Compared with England as a whole it has a higher
proportion of semi-natural habitats, including moor
and heath, woodland, cliff and foreshore.

Status of Key Habitats from
the Exmoor Biodiversity Action Plan:
• 480ha of high quality blanket bog
• 3,874 of bracken and 724ha of scrub
• 1,500ha of lowland heath
• 212ha of species rich neutral grassland on 93 sites
• 2 parkland SSSIs cover 824ha.  About 1,000 veteran trees have been identified
• 7,000ha of upland heath

Status of Key Species from
the Exmoor Biodiversity Action Plan:
• ballerina wax-cap fungus is found on 8 sites
• dormouse has been recorded at 8 sites on Exmoor
• heath fritillary butterfly is currently recorded from 13 sites
• high brown fritillary butterfly occurs at 11 sites
• 4 species of lungwort lichens
• Nightjars 33 pairs at 20 sites
• 7 species of whitebeam trees occur on 21 sites
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Number Hectares

Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(excluding geological sites) 10 19,340

Nature Reserves 6 480

Habitat protection

DID YOU KNOW? Not all of Exmoor is moorland: in fact
only just over a quarter of the National Park is moor and heath.

Land use (area) % of Park
Farmland 55.8
Moorland (also farmed) 27.5
Woodland 12.2
Cliff and foreshore 1.1
Urban area 0.9
Water (ponds, reservoirs) 0.2
Other (roads, gardens etc) 2.3

LANDSCAPE

THE NATIONAL PARK
Area: 69,280 ha (171,189 acres) [267sq mls] (29% in Devon, 71% in Somerset)
Population: 10,973 (2001 census) 73% is in Somerset and 27% in Devon.

DID YOU KNOW? National Parks in Britain are not nationally owned.
Three quarters of Exmoor is privately owned.

DID YOU KNOW? Exmoor has lost:
• 58% of its ancient woodland from 1840 to 1979
• 92% of its unimproved grassland from 1930 to 1990
• 65% of its moor and heath from 1913 to 1969

HABITATS

WOODLAND
• 58% of Exmoor’s woodland is broadleaved, including 2% broadleaved plantation
• 36% is commercial conifer plantations and 6% mixed woodland.  The broadleaved
 woodland is a lower proportion than the national average – 66% in England

Land use

Land use change on Exmoor
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Heath fritillary populations on Exmoor

Exmoor pony population
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